Press Release - afrimold
afrimold Technical Conference – Bringing experts in product development, tooling and manufacture together 
The organisers of afrimold, the inaugural trade exhibition for mould-making, tooling, design and application development, are pleased to announce that a high level technical conference is planned to run concurrently with the exhibition from 16-18 August 2010 at Sandton Convention Centre.
This conference will bring experts together in South Africa for the first time to share experiences in the vital area of product development, tooling and manufacture, based on the very successful formula from EuroMold in Germany.
Both local and international speakers will present varied papers on all aspects of the product development cycle tooling and manufacture leading to successful launches of new products in a variety of industries.
The latest tooling technologies will be discussed, with international principals showing the very latest in machine tool technologies which are contributing a competitive edge in tooling design and manufacture. In addition, specific industries will be targeted including automotive, consumer, medical, building, defence etc
The first two days of the conference (Monday 16th August and Tuesday 17th August) will be plenary sessions where general interest topics will be dealt with. Day three will be parallel sessions addressing specific associations, institutes and federations requirements in the tooling sector including:
· Plastics Institute of South Africa

· Aluminium Federation of SA

· Stainless Steel Association of SA

· Rapid Product Development of SA

· Institute for Advanced Tooling

· Resource Driven Technology Concept Centre of SA

· Institute of Foundryman of SA
· Tooling Association of SA
Keynote addresses include: 

· Mr. Pierre Terblanche: The design of an Italian motorbike and application in the design of a South African project for the design and manufacture of a prototype hydrogen powered bicycle for the rural areas in the country. (Pierre is the former designer for Ducati Motorbikes Italy and has numerous international design awards

· Dr. Andreas Sterzing: European Energy efficiency project for tooling and manufacture. (Dr Sterzing is Chief Engineer at Fraunhofer Institute for Machine Tools and Forming Technologies, Germany)

· Mr. Wolfgang Diehl: Advanced tooling coatings and transducer embedment in tooling. (Wolfgang is Deputy Director at Fraunhofer Institute  Surface Engineering and Thin Coatings, Germany)

· Mr. Roland Gustafsson: European Next Generation Vehicle Project. (Roland is CEO of Next Generation Vehicle Project and Head of Volvo Technology Concept Centre, Sweden)

The importance of product design will be discussed by two of South Africa’s leading Industrial Designers, Brian Steinhobel and Peter Dreyer respectively, and they will highlight local and international successes.
International machine tool suppliers will deliver papers on the latest machining technologies, with many also exhibiting the latest equipment in the exhibition areas.
The services industry to tooling will also present papers in areas as diverse as metallurgy for the selection of the right material to manufacture the tool, to the latest simulation and prototyping technologies.
The conference is an excellent opportunity for delegates to network, and the speakers are established specialists in a variety of areas contributing to this vital industry.
For the full conference programme, booking details and further information on the exhibition visit www.afrimold.com
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